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“WHEN LIFE KICKS YOU...
LET IT KICK YOU FORWARD.”

-Coach Kay Yow





INTRODUCTION
Battling stage IV cancer, Hall of Fame coach, Kay Yow 
gave her final and lasting gift -- the Kay Yow Cancer Fund. 
On December 3, 2007, Kay Yow’s vision became a reality. 
Every day for the past 12 years, the Kay Yow Cancer Fund 
has been a uniting force, providing strength, courage, and 
hope in the fight against ALL cancers affecting women.

Kay Yow’s vision was vast. She wanted to impact lives and through the Kay Yow 
Cancer Fund, she continues to serve and give to others. Coach Yow realized that 
there was a great opportunity to give HOPE to women and their families who were 
battling cancer by providing funding for life extending and enhance research and to 
give STRENGTH to underserved women by addressing more immediate and 
perhaps tangible needs. 

As a Hall of Fame women’s basketball coach, Kay Yow envisioned the women’s 
basketball community of coaches, players, officials, and fans coming together to 
fight a common opponent: CANCER. 

Kay Yow’s vision instantly galvanized a nation and Play4Kay, the largest fundraiser 
of the Kay Yow Cancer Fund was born in all 50 states. 

A nation united and to date, the Kay Yow Cancer Fund, thanks to the generosity 
of many corporate and individual donors, has awarded $7.78 million in the fight 
against ALL cancers affecting women. 

This is OUR MOVEMENT.





The Kay Yow Cancer Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable organization committed 
to the fight against ALL cancer 
affecting women. Our mission is to 
raise money for scientific research 
for the development of life-enhancing 
drugs and clinical studies; assist the 
underserved; and unify people for a 
common cause.

OUR MISSION



$7.78M
Awarded over 12 years

in the fight against ALL cancers affecting women.

2010 - Johns Hopkins - Breast Cancer 2012 - MD Anderson - Ovari-
an Cancer 2014 - UNC Lineberger - Cancer in Aging Women 2015 - 
Moffitt Cancer Center - Ovarian Cancer 2019 – Duke Cancer Institute 
– Endometrial Cancer 2014 – UNC Rex Healthcare - $115,000 2017 
- UT Southwestern Simmons Comprehensive Cancer Center – Breast 
Cancer - $100,000 2019 – UNC Rex Healthcare - $500,000 2019 – 
Hope Lodge – Lubbock, TX - $150,000 a – Mount Nittany Health - 
$150,000 2009 - Washington University - Breast Cancer - $100,000 
2014 - Vanderbilt Ingram Cancer Center - Ovarian Cancer - $100,000

2010 - University of Texas Health Science Center - Breast Cancer 
- $100,000 2011 & 2016 - IU Simon Cancer Center - Women’s Can-
cers - $100,000 each 2012 - University of Colorado Cancer Center 
- Breast Cancer - $100,000 2012 – UNC Rex Healthcare - $115,000 
2013 - Tulane Cancer Center - Lung Cancer - $100,000 2014 - Ore-
gon Health Science University (Non-Final Four) Breast Cancer - 
$100,000 2015 - Moffitt Cancer Center - Ovarian Cancer - $250,000 
2018 - BRCA Grant (Non-Final Four) - $150,0002018 - The James 
Cancer Hospital & Solove Research Institute - Endometrial Cancer - 
$100,000 2019 - Moffitt Cancer Center – Ovarian Cancer - $100,000





OUR VISION

The vision for 
the Kay Yow Cancer Fund 

is to be the premier non-profit 
organization dedicated to 

supporting innovative ways of 
fighting ALL cancers affecting 
women and providing support 

through giving strength, 
courage and hope.  







Leverage 
the Kay Yow 

Cancer Fund events 
and 

partnerships to 
unite people and 

expand brand 

Elevate the 
Kay Yow Cancer 

Fund Brand

Educate people on 
the impact of Kay 
Yow Cancer Fund 

grants

Expand the brand of 
the Kay Yow 

Cancer Fund by 
strategically 

positioning and 
leveraging Kay Yow’s 

influence

Build the Kay Yow 
Cancer Fund sphere 
of influence through 

connecting 
various cancer 
survivor groups





Become a five 
million dollar, 

fiscally sustainable 
non-profit 

organization.

PLAY4KAY

Signature 
Events

Grassroots/
Third Party 

Events

Corporations, 
mission 

partners and 
small 

businesses

Individual 
Giving

Employ
Board of Directors

Utilize proof-of-
concept business 

models



$6 Million
GOAL:

in grants 2020-2024



IMPACT GOAL

Impact the fight 
against ALL 

cancers affecting 
women.

Align the grant 
distribution 

between the 
Underserved 
Programs and 

research

Determine annual 
grant cash-out to 

align with 
organization’s 

growth and fiscal 
 responsibility.



NATIONAL REACH. LOCAL IMPACT. 

KAYYOW.COM #PLAY4KAY


